
 

MEDIA FREEDOM REVIEW- OCTOBER 2022 

The monthly ‘Media Freedom Review’ is a publication of the Media Reform Coordinating Group 

(MRCG) produced from the monitoring and reporting on freedom of expression and of the press, internet 

freedom, digital and online rights, and safety and security of journalists in Sierra Leone. 

In October 2022, the MRCG monitored the arrest and detention of a lawyer. MRCG also followed up on 

the alleged physical assault, beating and alleged ‘assassination attempt’ on a journalist; alleged attack on a 

radio station in Kono; the matter between a journalist and a magistrate in Pujehun and other media 

engagements.  

The former Anti-Corruption Commissioner, Ady Macauley Esq., was arrested and detained at the Criminal 

Investigation Department (CID) on 6 October 2022 as a result of his legal opinion in relation to issues of 

protest and assembly, which he expressed on the Africa Young Voices Television (AYV) program called 

‘AYV on Sunday’ on 10 July 2022. He was released on bail, but the matter is still under police 

investigation.  

The matter of the Managing Editor of Night Watch Newspaper, Emmanuel Christian Thorli, who was 

allegedly assaulted and beaten in Waterloo on 11 September 2022 by staff of Njala University, is under 

investigation. This was confirmed by Acting Public Relations Officer of Njala University, Ayouba Koroma 

and SLAJ President Ahmed Sahid Nasralla. However, the Managing Editor told MRCG that since the 

matter was reported to the Police for investigation no one has updated him on the progress of the matter.  

In a follow up on the matter between Maada Jessie Jengo of Voice of Peace and Development Radio 

(VOPAD) FM 96.5 and officers of the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF), significant 

progress has been made to finally resolve the matter. Station Manager for VOPAD radio, Mr. Joseph 

Lamin told MRCG that the officers involved in the matter have apologised to the journalist and his family 

and  promised to refund the medical bills of the journalist and pay for the missing items during the incident 

of which part payment had been done. He continued that the officers promised to pay for the remaining 

items as soon as possible and also do public apology through the radio.  

The Independent Media Commission (IMC) launched an investigation into the alleged incident between 

Citizen Rado 107.5 FM in Kono and Hon Saa Emerson Lamina, wherein a live paid for program was 

disrupted.  In a follow up, the IMC told MRCG that they were still investigating the matter and would 

inform the public on the outcome.  

The matter between journalist Abdulai Gbla of Gbla TV Online and Honourable Muniru Lansana, is still 

pending. According to the journalist, since the Clerk of Parliament promised to institute an investigation 

into the matter, he was yet to receive any update on the progress. SLAJ President, Ahmed Sahid Nasralla, 

told MRCG that the Clerk was yet to get back to them on the status of the matter, but engaged Mr Gbla to 

continue doing his work professionally and exercise patience on the outcome of the investigation.   



On the ‘assassination attempt’ on journalist Gibril Gottor and his family in Kambia, police still maintained 

that there was no witness to substantiate the complaint made by Gibril to support the police investigation 

into the matter, but had kept the case in view of the public in case they found something to continue with 

the matter.  

The case of journalist Osman Hardy Jalloh at the Human Rights Commission for Sierra Leone as a result of 

a complaint against Magistrate Joseph Toby of Pujehun Magistrate Court (formerly of Magistrate Court 

Number 2 in Kenema) is yet to be concluded. Al Mansaray, the owner of TV-News24, and lead 

complainant, told the MRCG that plans were on the way to take legal action against Magistrate Toby. 

However, he is still looking for a trusted lawyer to argue the case when it would get to the court. 

Alimamay N’Jai Sesay on 17 October 2022 appeared before 

Magistrate Mark Ngegba of Pademba Road Magistrate Court No.1 

in Freetown for allegedly sharing Abdul Will Kamara alias 

Adebayor’s audios on social media. He is charged with five counts 

of various offences in the Cyber Security and Crime Act No. 7 of 

2021. Police alleged that the accused person on 1 July 2022 and 10 

October 2022, through social media, sent insulting messages 

created by Abdul Will Kamara alias ‘Adebayor’ against the Government of Sierra Leone by means of 

computer system and network with intent to provoke the breach of peace. The matter is still in court.  

The Sierra Leone Police and Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic with support from the European 

Union’s Technical Assistance and Information Exchange (TAIEX) project, from 12 to 14 October 2022 

conducted a three-day intensive training program with the SLP on European best practices to respond to 

disinformation with a full Human Rights and Freedom of Speech approach. 

(https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/TAIEX%20police%20training%20press%20rele

ase%20171022.pdf)  

SLAJ on 5 October 2022 paid a courtesy call on the new Inspector General of Police (IGP) William Fayia 

Sellu at the Police Headquarters in Freetown. The objective of the visit was for both the SLP and the Media 

to support each other in carrying out their respective duties in order to reduce incidence of police-journalist 

clashes during and after the electioneering periods.  

NATCOM on 18 and 22 October 2022 in press releases directed all Mobile Network Operators (MNOs) to 

implement the minimum floor price of Le 18 (new Leone) per megabyte for telecommunication data 

services, but later suspended its earlier instructions, as a result of public outcry that the increase would 

affect freedom of expression.     

The details of the cases and issues will be published in the MRCG Bi-Annual Press Freedom Report for 

June to November 2022. The MRCG would like to restate that while the country was making progress in 

press freedom rankings, the general climate for freedom of expression for everybody should be guaranteed.  

The MRCG‟s freedom of expression and of the press, internet freedom, digital and online rights, and safety 

and security of journalists in Sierra Leone initiative is funded by the National Endowment for Democracy 

(NED) in the United States of America. The MRCG seeks to strengthen democratic dialogue and 
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accountability, consolidate peace and ensure development through professional, independent and 

sustainable media, based on the right to freedom of expression and of the press. 

 


