
 

MEDIA FREEDOM REVIEW-NOVEMBER 2021 

The monthly ‘Media Freedom Review’ is a publication of the Media Reform Coordinating Group (MRCG) 

produced from the monitoring and reporting on freedom of expression, media freedom, internet, digital and 

online rights, and safety and security of journalists in Sierra Leone.  

In November 2021, the MRCG followed incidents and activities of an alleged raid to arrest  a journalist, 

the status of a complaint before the Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone (HRCSL), Government’s 

Pledge on Media Freedom, Sierra Leone Association of Journalists (SLAJ) and Security Sector signing of 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), MRCG commemoration of the International Day to End Impunity 

for Crimes against Journalists, Presidential assent on the Cybersecurity and Crime Act 2021, and the 

Independent Media Commission’s (IMC) ruling on complaints it received.  

The Sierra Leone Police allegedly raided the office of the Editor of Voice of Salone Newspaper, David 

Johnson on 22 November 2021 to arrest him on the grounds of ‘insulting statements’ via WhatsApp, a 

complaint filed by Sydney Campbell Esq. On 29 November 2021, the matter came up the Ross Road 

Magistrate Court No. 3.  The editor was charged with 5 counts charge which include: Threatening Language 

and Abusive Language contrary to Section 3(1) of the Public Order Act (POA) of 1965 as amended in 2020; 

Insulting Conduct, contrary to Section 3(4) and Section 3(5) of the POA of 1965; and Intimidation, contrary 

to Section 4(4) of the POA of 1965. The matter is still in court. The attempted arrest was in connection with 

a story the editor had published on a land saga between the lawyer and Hassan Sankoh at Limba Corner- 

Rokel Community in Freetown.  

In a follow up of the complaint at the HRCSL made by journalists Osman Hardy Jalloh against Magistrate 

Joseph Toby of Magistrate Court Number 2 in Kenema on his arrest and detention, Deputy Director, 

Regional Service East of HRCSL, Sylvester Kallon, said he is doing an ‘admissibility opinion’ on the matter 

to send to the Directorates of Complaint, Investigations and Legal Services of the Commission.   

 

President Julius Maada Bio signed the Global Pledge on Media Freedom on 22 November 2021 as a 

commitment by his government to improve media freedom in Sierra Leone. Sierra Leone became the 5th 

country in Africa to have committed to the principles and values of Media Freedom Coalition. Global 

Pledge on Media Freedom is a form signed by members of Media Freedom Coalition as a sign of 

commitment to defend media freedom in their different states. 

SLAJ and the national security sector signed an MoU on 2 November 2021 in commemoration of the 

International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists, during a round table dialogue at the Office 

of National Security (ONS) in Freetown on the theme “Maintaining Law and Order and the Safety and 



Security of Journalists.” The peaceful dialogue and partnership was to ensure the safety and security of 

journalists in their line of duty across the country.   

MRCG commemorated the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists on 2 

November 2021 by calling on the government, politicians, media organizations, media owners and 

managers, civil society organizations and members of the public to ensure the safety and security of 

journalists.  

On 17 November 2021, President Julius Maada Bio assented to the Cybersecurity and Crime Act 2021 at 

Statehouse, Freetown. The Cyber Security and Crime Act 2021 was passed into law by Parliament in June 

2021. The Act, among other things, provides for the prohibition, prevention, detection, prosecution and 

punishment of cybercrimes; and protection of privacy rights.  

 In November, the IMC ruled on various complaints brought against media institutions. They included a 

complaint from UNDP against the Standard Times Newspaper in connection with its publication dated 13 

July 2021 titled ‘PUBLIC NOTICE…CONGO CROSS POLICE AGAIN’; complaint from Augustine 

Amara Kanneh, Public Relations Officer for the Eastern Polytechnic against the Indigenes Newspaper in 

connection with its publication dated 22 September 2021 titled “Eastern Polytechnic Misappropriates 

Le 5.6 Billion on Revenue and Payroll Costs” and a complaint from Dr. Sao-Kpato Hannah Isata Max-

Kyne, Commissioner of the National Commission for Social Action (NaCSA) against Times-SL 

Newspaper in connection with publications dated 4 and 7 October 2021 titled “As Ritual to Sacrifice the 

Virginity of 6 Virgins Exposed…3 Victims Suffer Profuse Bleeding” and “New Twist in Attempted 

Ritual Murder Case…SLPP Govt. Indicted…No Hiding Place for NaCSA Boss and Chief Minister”. 

The Board of the IMC at its meeting held on Wednesday 3 November 2021 endorsed the 

recommendations of the Complaints Committee. 

The details of the cases and issues will be published in the MRCG Bi-Annual Press Freedom Report for 

June to November 2021. 

The MRCG’s freedom of expression, media freedom and internet and digital rights initiative is funded by 

the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) in the United States of America. The MRCG seeks to 

strengthen democratic dialogue and accountability, consolidate peace and ensure development through 

professional, independent and sustainable media, based on the right to freedom of expression and of the 

press.   


